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The Sinhala New Year

The Sinhala New Year is an event that has gone to the world from the
land of the Sinhalese (Lanka). The land of the Sinhalese or the land of
the Helese or Helanka or Lanka is situated between 5° and 10° North
Latitude,

The Sun which is overhead at the Equator on 215 March pro-
ceeds on its journey of 23 ¥2° Latitude towards the Tropic of Cancer
at whch itis overhead on 215t June. It is overhead at Walasgala Koggala
in Lanka (6° N.Latitude) on 13" and 14" April commencing a new
round on its orbit.

It is this day which has given to the world both Astrology and
the Calendar, that we call Sinhala New Year’s day.

It is stated that the coronation of Maha Sammata Manu of
Manunuwara (Mannar) considered to be the first king not only of the
Sinhalese but also of the entire human kind took place at the auspi-
cious time of the New Year.

It is stated in our history that king Gemunu on his way to wipe
out the enemies from the North, took part in New Year festivities (Nekat
keli) and that Vijayabahu | (Keerti) held 73 such festivities.

It was in 1865 that the Sinhala New Year’s day was declared
a holiday in Lanka by the British Government along with the Wesak
day. This was named as Sinhala-Hindu New Year by the British to
give some recognition to the Ponnambalam Ramanathan faction too.

This was referred to as the Sinhala-Tamil New Year in the
Calendar in 1984 by the J.R. Jayawardena Government.

But this day is not observed in North India as a Hindu New
Year or as -a Tamil New Year in South India (Tamilnadu)

This Sinhala New Year's day which gave both the Sun Calen-
dar and Astrology to the world is the most important day of the year
that should be declared the World Day.
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